


1981 Chevy Malibu.

You don't buy a Malibu just because it
has a lot of room inside

You don't buy it just for the fuel
economy* or the riding comfort or
the luggage space i

You don't buy a Malibu for its
crisp styling, solid construction
smooth ride, handsome internor,
Chevy value — or the wonderful way
it feels when you slip behind the
wheel
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A car is not just what we make it.
It's 2lso what you make it, through the
skiliful selection of options

For example, you could take the
Malibu Sport Sedan and add the
aforementioned F41 suspension with
required P205/70 radial tires, a pair of
sport mirrors, a gage package and
Rally wheels and you know what you'd
have?

A decidedly upbeat automobile

A Malibu for the young, and
young at heart

What's new for1981?
One way Chevrolet got to be
Chevrolet was never to leave good
enough alone

So for 1981, we've worked hard to
make Malibu an even better car than
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A WORD ABOUT THIS CATALOG.
We have tried to make this catalog as
comprehensive and factual as possi-
ble and we hope you find it helpful
However, since the time of printing,
some of the information you will find
here may have been updated. Also,
some of the equipment shown or
described throughout this catalog
is available at extra cost. Your dealer
has details and, before ordering,
you should ask him to bring you
up to date

The right is reserved to make
changes at any time, without notice,
in prices, colors, materials, equip-
ment, specifications and models
Check with your Chevrolet dealer for
complete information

"For MaNDu EPA estimated mileage, check the wal
poster displayed 3t your Chevrolet dealer s
showroom, ov ask for an EPA mileage sheet to take
home with you

MALIBU
CLASSIC

Top-of-the-line Malibu Classic is a

Malibu and then some whether it's

3 sedan, coupe or wagon. Leaf
through the pages that follow and
see for yourself what makes it so
appealing
Special touches include pull
straps on the front doors, full wheel
overs, adaitional sound insulation,
ourtesy light, glove compartment
ight, dual horns, hood ornament and
more
For a Malibu Classic with a per
sonaity all its own, look over the
Malibu Classic Landau Coupe. Package
nclu 3 over rear portion
roof, sport wheel covers, and body
pin stnping
Then there’s the new optional
pecial Custom interior for sedans
and coupes whose rich fabric, com
fort and elegant detail show what
luxury is all about
u like to go first class, Malibu
» YOUr car
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Malibu Classic optional new Special Custom interior with 55/45 split front seat includes fold-down armrest.




Malibu Classic standard interior.

Malibu Classic interior with optional bucket seats. (Coupe only.) Malibu Classic Landau Coupe




Malibu Sport Coupe.

Malibu Sport Sedan with optional vinyl roof.

MALIBU

Standard Malibu features include
Malibu standard cioth interior.
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Compact spare
tire. Provides
more usable
space in trunk
compartment
compared to
conventional
spare; lighter
and easier to
handle as well.

STANDARD
FEATURES

Delco Freedom Il battery.
Improved new design has more staying
power than the ongmal Freedom battery.

It never needs

i refilling and

COMPUTER provides

COMMAND | more reliable
| starting. It also

CONTROL is better able

' : to withstan
| Every 1981 gasoline-engined Chev- | rgadltshscfgkd
| rolet passenger car includes a | anqvibration
| sophisticated, thoroughly tested | psaintenance-

on-board computer as standard | free

equipment. It gives you the
cleanest-burning gasoline en-
gines in Chevrolet's history. And
; points the way to impressive fuel |
| economy ;
‘ That's just the beginning of the

benefits. By continuously monitor- |
y | Full Coll suspension. Coil springs at each
i

wheel are computer-selected for specific
model and equipment. Includes front
stabilizer bar to help reduce body lean
during turns.

ing your engine’s functions, Com-
puter Command Control adjusts
the performance of your car under
all operating conditions — continu-
ously — as you drive. Air-fuel mix- |
tures are constantly adjusted to |
driving conditions, and the system
compensates for altitude, baromet-
ric pressure and temperature
changes. And, when compared
to last year, the system actually
| reduces the number of recom-
| mended maintenance operations
’ We believe that the Computer
Command Control will enable the
Chevrolet Motor Division to achieve
the highest average fuel economy
in its history* and, at the same time,
reduce exhaust emissions to the
lowest level in Chevrolet history
Computer Command Control is
also self-diagnostic. In fact, should a
malfunction occur, the system will
help diagnose it and pinpoint the
problem for your Chevrolet service
technician. Another benefit of
Computer Command Control is
that it is covered by the 5-year/
50,000-mile emission system war-
ranty. Ask your dealer for details

New Easy-Roll tires. CM-Specification
fiberglass-belted radial ply tires, with
advanced tread design, carry more
pressure than last year’s tire. The result is
18% less rolling resistance that aids

fuel economy.

‘This Is a measure of Chevrolet Motor
Division’s fuel economy based on a projected
sales-weighted average of the EPA com-
bined mileage estimates for all Chevrolet pas-
senger cars produced during this model year.

High Energy Ignition.

A solid-state system that eliminates
points and ignition
condenser, and
delivers a high-
voltage spark
that helps
extend time
between
tune-ups.

Increased corrosion-resistant
treatments. More protection than
ever that includes painting of body
with new primer paint, applied

by an electrocoating process; plus
submersion of frame assembly in

capacity. Cenerously sized new hot melt wax. Inner fenders,
trunk for sedans and coupes has front and rear. Help protect outer
almost 17 cu. ft. of space that surfaces from salt and
absorbs suitcases for vacation road debris for
travel and bulky objects added

for weekend hauling \  Corrosion

protection.

Full-perimeter frame. Helps
provide strength and torsional
rigidity. Fourteen strategically located
rubber-cushioned body mountings
helo isolate road noise and vibration
to help provide a
smooth, quiet ride

Power front disc/
rear drum brakes.
A self-adjusting system
Fade-resistant front disc
brakes are teamed with finned
rear brake drums. Include disc brake
audible wear sensors that warn when pads
need replacing

V6 engine. Standard 3 8 Liter en-
gine is fuel-efficient and responsive;
compact size in engine compart-
ment makes it easier to service than
V8 engines



More Standard Features.

SEDANS, COUPES AND WAGONS:

e Power steering

« New side-lift frame jack

¢ Color-keyed seat and shoulder belts

« Single-retractor front seat belt
system

¢ Molded full foam seat construction

e Inside hood release

¢ Foam-backed cloth headlining

« One-piece cut-pile passenger
compartment carpeting

e Day/night rear-view mirror

o Color-keyed steering column and
steering wheel

¢ Column-mounted lever for turn
signal and headlight dimmer

e Glove compartment lock

e Cigarette lighter

¢ Double-panel door, hood, deck lid or
tailgate construction

e Delcotron generator

e Dual-mode flow-through
ventilation

¢ Hide-A-Way dual-speed electric
windshield wipers

e Cushioned body mounting system

o Visible ball joint wear indicators

on front suspension lower
control arms

e Coolant recovery system

o Steel bumpers with high-strength
aluminum reinforcements (steel
reinforcement with wagon rear
bumper).

MALIBU CLASSIC:
o New front door pull straps

¢ Full wheel covers

o Glove compartment, instrument
panel, courtesy and ashtray lights

« Special acoustical quiet package
e Dual horns.

MALIBU CLASSIC LANDAU:
e Vinyl cover on rear portion of roof

« Sport wheel covers
e Body pin striping.

For still more standard features
on wagons, see page18.

Engine Selection.

3.8 Liter V6.

This smooth-firing standard V6 with
229-cubic-inch displacement is fuel-
efficient. A lightweight version of the
optional 5.0 Liter V8, it is short and
compact with cylinders banked three
to a side, has a cast-iron engine block
and crankshaft, plus Dualjet carbure-
tor. Compression ratio, as well as the
cylinder diameters and inlet and
exhaust valves, is identical to the 5.0
Liter V8. A slightly larger 3.8 Liter (231
Cu. In.) V6 is standard in California.

4.4 Litervs.

This optional 267-cubic-inch engine
delivers added power for passing and
carrying heavy loads. It is character-
ized by a short-stroke valve-in-head
design and Dualjet carburetor which
help give good engine performance.
It also features a cast-iron cylinder
block with full jacket cylinder cooling,
a precision-balanced, cast nodular
iron crankshaft, hydraulic valve lifters
and exhaust valve rotators. Not
available in California.

5.0 Liter v8.

Get a generous reserve of power

and performance plus added trailer-
towing capacity with this optional
305-cubic-inch V8. Its short-stroke
valve-in-head design is equipped
with a 4-barrel carburetor for added
power output. Includes full jacket
cylinder cooling, a precision-balanced
crankshaft and hydraulic valve lifters.
See Power Teams chart for availability.

SAFETY FEATURES. g MALIBU POWER TEAMS
Displace- Three- Automatic
OCCUPANT PROTECTION. Ordering (rg\:gé sea%adnS Station Mggﬁgﬂ‘l) Coupes, Station
e Manual lap belts with push-button Engine Code inches) Coupes Wagons Transmission Sedans Wagons
buckles for rear and center front All States Except California
(when applicable) passenger posi- 3.8 Liter 2-Bbl. V6 (A) LC3 229 Std. Std. Std. EC EC
tions 4.4 Liter 2-Bbl. V8 (B) 139 267 EC EC NA EC EC
® Manual lap/shoulder belts for driver 5.0 Liter 4-Bbl. V8 (B) LG4 305 NA EC NA NA EC
(with reminder light and buzzer) California Only (with California Emission Requirements)
and right front passenger 38Lliter2-BbL.V6(C) DS 231 Std.  Std. NA BEESHIEC
* Energy-absorbing steering column  soitera-Bbl.VB(®) LG4 305 EC___ EC NA EEEEC

e Passenger guard door locks

e Safety door latches and stamped
steel hinges

e Folding seat back latches

® Energy-absorbing padded instru-
ment panel and front seat back tops

e Laminated windshield/tempered
side and rear glass

o Safety armrests

¢ |dentification symbols for controls
and displays.

ACCIDENT AVOIDANCE.

 Side marker lights and reflectors

® Parking lamps that illuminate with
headlamps

e Four-way hazard warning flasher

e Backup lights

e Lane-change feature in direction
signal control

e Windshield defrosters, washer and
dual-speed wipers

e Vinyl-edged inside mirror

e Qutside rearview mirror

e Dual master cylinder brake system
with warning light

o Starter safety switch

# Dual-action safety hood latches.

ANTI-THEFT.

« Anti-theft ignition key reminder
buzzer
e Anti-theft steering column lock.

Std. — Standard.

(1) With floor-mounted
shift control.

PRODUCED BY GM:

(A) CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION

NA — Not Available.

LONG RECOMMENDED SERVICE INTERVALS*

EC — Optional at Extra Cost.

(B) CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION
and GM OF CANADA
(C) BUICK MOTOR DIVISION

Engine Oil .. . .12 months or 7,500 miles

QOil Filter . . . 12 months or 7,500 miles; every 15,000 miles thereafter

Spark Plugs . . . 30,000 miles

Chassis Lubrication . . . 12 months or 7,500 miles

Automatic Transmission Fluid Change . . . Every 100,000 miles

*See the Owner’s Manual for conditions requiring more frequent intervals.

DIMENSIONS (In Inches)

Exterior Sedan Coupe
Wheelbase 1081 1081
Length (overall) 192.7 192.7
Width (overall) 72.3 723
Height (overall) 55.7 55.7

Fuel Tank Capacity 18.1 gal. 18.1gal.
Interior

Head Room — Front 38.7/38.5* 37.9/37.6*
Leg Room — Front 428 428
Shoulder Room — Front 57.2/56.7* 56.8/56.2*
Hip Room — Front 52.2 51.7

Head Room — Rear 37.7/37 .4* 37.8/37.6*
Leg Room — Rear 38.0 351
Shoulder Room — Rear 57.1 55.6

Hip Room — Rear 55.6 54.5
Usable Luggage Capacity (cu. ft.) 16.6 16.6

*Malibu Classic
For wagon dimensions, see page19.
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WAGON
STANDARD
FEATURES

Malibu Wagon, as you might expect, is a talented
handler of loads.

What may come as a surprise is how well it
handles a road. With a wheelbase just 108.1 inches
long, Malibu has coupe-like maneuverability in
tight parking spots. It is a responsive vehicle with
a smooth ride

We think you'll truly enjoy driving it.

There’s room for up to six people. Or, with
the back seat down, more than 71 cubic feet of
cargo.

Standard features include power steering
and power front disc brakes, radial tires, V6 en-
gine, Full Coil suspension, full wheel covers and
steel-reinforced rear bumper.

In short, it’s a very nice wagon

It's also a very nice car.

Find wagon power teams, recommended
service Intervals and still more standard
features on pages 12-13. Wagon interior
and exterior colors shown on page 15.
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Blg load space. Lift a handle and the back seat folds
down, creating a stretch of 81.2 inches from front seat
to tailgate. Holds up to 71.8 cu. ft. of cargo in Malibu
Classic, 72 .4 cu. ft. in Malibu

Out-of-sight floor storage. A roomy spot located
below the floor in the rear cargo area for storing pur-
chases or valuables you carry along daily. Tuck small
items in bins located at each side of cargo area.

P S . o ‘

Versatile hatchgate. Flip up the top window and you
can conveniently drop off small packages. Or open
hatchgate fully when you've bulky items to load. Hatch-
gate opening measures 27.8 in. high, 51.6 in. wide at
belt and 54.0" wide at floor.




WAGON
OPTIONS

Cive your Malibu Wagon some nice extra
touches with the options on this page that fit
your personal tastes and fill your personal
needs. Even more wagon options may be
found on pages 14-15.

Dimensions (In Inches)

EXTERIOR Wagon
Wheelbase 1081
Length (overall) 193.4
Width (overall 71.9
Height (overall) 55.8

Fuel Tank Capacity 18.2 gal.
INTERIOR

Head Room — Front 38.8/38.5*
Leg Room — Front 428
Shoulder Room — Front 57.2/57.7*
Hip Room — Front 52.2

Head Room — Rear 38.8/38.5°
Leg Room — Rear 35.9
Shoulder Room — Rear 571

Hip Room — Rear 55.6

Floor Length — Front Seat to Tailgate  81.2
Width Between Wheelhousings 43.6

Total Cargo Volume (cu. ft.) 72.4/71.8*

*Malibu Classic

Coupe and sedan dimensions shown
on page13.

Estate equipment. Includes simulated wood-grain
vinyl on body and tailgate panels. A great dress-up
addition to your wagon. For Malibu Classic only.

Roof carrier. Perfect for lug-
gage on family trips; leaves inte-
rior free for passengers’ com-
fort. Comes with front and rear
rails that are easily adjustable.

Power taligate window re-
lease. A touch of a button inside
glove box releases the swing-up
window. Lifts easily upward to
facilitate loading.

Electric rear window
defogger. Electric heating
elements help keep rear win-
dow free of fog or frost

Deluxe load floor carpeting.
Matches the color of passenger
compartment carpeting. Helps
prevent scratches when loading
or unioading bulky objects

Cargo area security package.
Adds lockable covers to bins at
each side of cargo area plus a
lock on the floor compartment
shown on opposite page

Rear window air deflector.
Helps keep snow, dust and
moisture from accumulating on
the rear window while driving

Continuous

Protection
Plan

The GM Continuous Protection Plan.
Offers service protection in addition to
that provided by GM’s new vehicle limited
warranty. Ask your dealer about it.
Coverage available only in the US.A. and
Canada for the 1981 model year.

A WORD ABOUT ENGINES.

Malibus are equipped with CM-built
engines produced by various
divisions. Please refer to the Malibu
Power Teams chart on page 13 or see
your dealer for details.

A WORD ABOUT ASSEMBLY, COMPO-
NENTS AND OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT IN
THESE CHEVROLET PRODUCTS.

The Chevrolets described in this
catalog are assembled at facilities of
General Motors Corporation operated
by the GM Assembly Division or GM of
Canada. These vehicles incorporate
thousands of different components
produced by various divisions of Gen-
eral Motors and by various suppliers
to General Motors. From time to time
during the manufacturing process, it
may be necessary, in order to meet
public demand for particular vehicles
or equipment, or to meet federally
mandated emissions, safety and fuel
economy requirements, or for other
reasons, to produce Chevrolet prod-
ucts with different components or
differently sourced components than
initially scheduled. All such compo-
nents have been approved for use in
Chevrolet products and will provide
the quality performance associated
with the Chevrolet name.

With respect to extra cost op-
tional equipment, make certain you
specify the type of equipment you
desire on your vehicle when ordering
it from your dealer. Some options
may be unavailable when your car is
built. Your dealer receives advice re-
garding current availability of options,
You may ask the dealer for this infor-
mation. CM also requests the dealer
to advise you if an option you ordered
IS unavailable. We suggest that you
verify that your car includes the
optional equipment you ordered or,
if there are changes, that they are
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Mallbu Classic Sport Coupe.

Chevrolet

August, 1980 IUTHOINUS.A. 3973



