Supegr cars Were
gone farever, of so
it seemed, But lataly
they've come back
again. Last February
ﬁh saw the welcome re-

Mot ® birth of the 2-28 Ca-
mara, and now cames a high-perfor-
mance newcomer from GMC, the im-
pressive Diablo.

This Z-28 with a pickup bed re-
places last year's Sprint GT. and al-
though it shares the familiar El Cami-
no body style, its baolder identification
markings are certain to distinguish it
fram your average El Caming. Diablo,
in fact. seems destined to become
the ultimate grocary-getter.

EMGINE
Diablo can be outfitted with aither
the 200-cubic-inch W6 twa-barral
(231-cubic-inch gpecial in Californiaj,
4 308-cubic-inch V8 two-barrel, or
the top-of-the-line 350-inch four-bar-

DEVIL

GMC'S IMPRESSIVE *'2-28
WITH A PICKUP BED"” PUTS

HIGH PERFORMANCE BACK
INTO DRIVING

rel, The 350, called the LM1, also
motivates the Z-28 Camarc and is
rated at 170 Horsepower (160 in Cali-
fornia).

It features an B.5:1 compression
ratic, a Rochester Quadrajet carbure-
tor and the poor man's cold air pachk-
age (a rubber hose extension of the
air cleaner snout o just behind the
front radiagtor grille).

A5 does the Z2-28, the Diablo sporis
a dual exhaust system. Pipes ranging
from two to 2% nches in diameter
dre used in conjunction with a large-
diameter {260-cubic-inch) catalytic
converter. Unlike the Z-28, which has
resonators, the Diabhle's pipes are
separated into dual exhausts after
the converter, then run into separate
mufflers.

DRIVELINE

Our tast vehicle came equipped
with Borg-Warner's M-20 4-zpeed
transmission with a 2.85 low gear.
This trans is optional on £-28s5 but 15
the only aone available in the Diablo.
The clutch is 10% inchas in diameter

“and mated to a General Maotars shift-

er. The sinfully smooth unit has a
reverse-lockaout feature which can
only be utilized while pulling up and
pushing 1o the left.

It ane opts for the shiftiess route,
an M-40 Turbo-Hydramatic is option-
al. Only two gear ratios are available:
2.41 and, outside California, 2.73.
Both can be ordered in a positraction
carrier.

Brakes ara powar-assisted discs on
frant (with 10%x1.03-inch vented cast
rotors) and 9%-inch finned casl-iron
drums; the V& comes with finned alu-
Minurm.

The P-205-T5A-14 white-sidewall
two-ply steel-belted radial tires are
mounted on six-inch-wide rally
whasls, the five lugs arranged in a
4% -ingh bolt pattern. Blackwalls and
raised white latter models are oplions.

STEERING AND SUSPENSION

Some significant ¢hanges have
bean made here. First, the whealbase
was extanded from 116 inchas to
117.1. Secand, by placing the steer-
ing gear forward of the front wheal
centerline, GMC has reduced the
turning radius by a substantial two
feat, Stearing ratio choices are 24:1
manual. 15:1 and 14;1 (available only
with optional F-41 suspension pack-
age). As with all GMC trucks, air
shocks are standard on the rear. A
spare tire is located wnder the right-
hand corner of the pickup box and is
removed from the inside, Adjacent ta
this is a surprisingly rocomy storage
compartment.

APPEARANCE

Remember the Sprints and El Ga-
minos of last year? The tailgates
slanted toward the front so much
that carge space was limited. By
straightening the Diablo's gate and
adding 7.1 feet of space, GMC hasg
alleviated the problem somewhat.
And rather than being straight, as
last years was, lhe rear window is
deliberately concaved to allow the
pickup body to extend farther into
the passenger compartment, Bady
avarhang has also been reduced,
making the Diablo almost a foot
sharter than the Sprint. Further, with
a standard package, mcluding a front
air dam, special I on the lower daor
and tailgate, sports mirrors. special
black grille, a paint accent color on
the lower bady, and rally wheais, Dia-
bz is a guaranteed atlention-getter.

The news i=n't guile 50 good on
the inside, where restyling has made
for reduced shoulder and hip room.
rcontnued cvarieal)



Mot evarything has been shrunk,
theugh leg roem has been length-
ened by one inch. and head room
increased by hall an inch. Seating
capacity may he listed as thres per-
song, but the Diaklo 15 in tact a two-
Seater, particularly when eguippad
with a manual gearbox.

As usual, thare are a wariety of
creatura features to chaose fram,
Dur favarite was a far-out AMSFM
stereo B-track radio with a digital
readout tuner and clock with elapsad
timer for determining how lang it
takes to geat from paint A o paint B.
har optians on our test truck in-
cluded air conditioning. tilt steering
wheel, power windows and locks.

A gauge package (D68) was also
installed, and ir's a must. 11 includes
tachometer, valtmeter, water temp.
il pressure and dashboard clock.
The dashboard, incidentally, is ong
of the best we've seen in an Amer-
can car—everyihing can be easily
seen and read, particularly the tach.
The dimmer switch shares the same
lever as the turn signal, and works
by either pulling it foward you ar
pushing it away. I activates the new
Ta-inch  rectangular  headlights,

which are standard equipment on
many '78& GM cars.

Diablos eome in an unusually wide
selection of color combinations—from
white with black accenls through an
attractive spectrum of reds. silvers,
blues and golds, including a dyna-
mite black with red accents.

PERFORMANCE

Oiablo is 599 pounds lighter than
last year's Sprint, and its improved
power-to-weight ratio is quickly ewi-
dent. With the LM1 angina, the 4-
speed trans and 2.73 rearend gears,
we hit a best of 1591 at B8 mph—
leaving at 3500 rpm and holding our
shift pointz at a maximum of 5000
reve. Had the truck had a stiffer
gear—say a Z-28's 1 73_times would
have picked up even maore,

Particularly impressive was the en-
gine’s forgiving nature. After a serias
of inadvertent third-gear starts (very
closa low and third gate), the engine
always lugged away without 50 much
as a cough; and despite a barrage of
guarter-mile blasts, engine tempera-
ture never varied by more than five
or tan dagraes. HR

Diablo lucury pickup is
g taken trom the new

intermediates from. Ghd
far 1978, Upright rear-

gate allows for cargoes
that the alder, largar
Ctruck could not carry. On
the inside of the Diablo,
two-spoke wheel, with
downswept spokes, daes
a great job of staying cut
2 of the way of the

| full-gauga layout. Centar
~ pod carries controls for
radips and ASC, leawing
c plenty of Kned room Tor
- ghotgun side. The top

power option i3 the LM-1
w 350 (the same engine as
F 3 powars tha J-28), with
] the bower-ratic 2.85

first-genAr 4-speed
optional and gears anly
low as 2.73. Nola
free-power fresh-air
snorkel.

HOT ROD MAGAZINE'S
ROAD TEST SPRCIFICATIONS
GMC Sprint Dlablo Pickup

PRICE:

Bism Pricl. ...
Price as Tesled ... ...

GEMERAL SPECIFICATHONS:
Curb Wei
Whaedbasgf .....
Track, Front/Rear

Overall Langth ...
Length of Box |, .
Width (widest point) ..
Height . "
Cargo Capanml

CHAESIS /'BODY:

Full-perimaier sieel trame
Brake System ... 105 dises fronl, 3.5,
] driems rear, vacuLm assist
Wheels ... ... Y4xE-in. Bally wheels with &

dttaching stuns, 4% in. dametar boll crcie
Tires ... ... B.F. Goadrich P-705-75R-14

se -heltico radials

Steering Typs .. Saginaw racircuatng ball
WRE. oAt rato soweor stacring. 1R ratio
Tums, lock to lock s
Suspansion, Franl/Rear ... L Inleperiden,
with wizhbone tyoc shord appes and langer
lower contra armes; rabber-solaled coil spregs;
lirk-type front stabilizer 2ar. Rear axles sus-
aaencid; lear-ling kang lowsr sontree arms
attached 0 the axie brackets; shor Upper Cor-
ol drrms hooken wp rom frame 1o the difler
antal careier, ool Springs rabber-isolaled al
top; ar shacks standard a0aipmert

EMNGINE / DRIVETRAIN:
THPR e 40" OHY Va
Bore and Stroke ... ... 4.00x3.48 .
Displacement ... . ... . 350 ¢,
Compression Ratlo o i |
BHP @ rpm, net : @ 3300 rpm
Torque @ rpm, Ib./H, 260 m 2400 rpm
Carburetion .|ngh=- I'Iﬂc“he_,te Ciadraget
4-ti
Fuel Reguirement Linleaded, 91-ootane
ior bigher]
Drivetrain ... Majual Munce k-20 A-spoad;
Automatic -GBS 350
Gear Ratlos ... Manual- 15t 285 2no. 202

Frad, 1.35; 40, 1 O0; Adomatn—15, 247,
2nd, 1.52; Cnve, 100

Rear Axle, Type/Gear Ratio M Saiishury
030 woln A-spead. 241 with aulsmalic
293 availame in Califoria with autenanc

PERFORMANCE DATA:

Standing Quarer-Mile 1527 @ 38 mph

with 4-5peed

Top Speed (cbserved) S mph owith

i A-rpeEr
Fuel Econao M. 1

Brakes, Stopping Dislance ... ... B3-0 e

154 1l

ACCOMMODATION:

Seating Capaclty, persons | with slandard
barch seal or available spit bench seat; ?
with gwailanle bucxe? scal; no reas seal

Leg Room b T |
Head Room ... M e 42.% in
Shoulder Room ... ; i

HIp Room ... . ...

OVERALL COMMENTS:
(0n A snale ol -10, § 5 average)
Exterlor Finlgh ... ;
Interior Finiah e
Interlor Molse Level ... ... ..
Behavior in Traflic H
Handling fi
Brakes ... i ¥
All-around Yision ... ... et -
ol B
=]
0

Cargo Space .. .
Driver Comfort

Dashboard Readability s Accessibliity . 1
Mo arupgard with F-41 hanedling pFrkH




